[image: image1.png]ROMANTIC

NOVEL
ASSOC

o

o

A

|ONe




ROMANTIC NOVELISTS’ ASSOCIATION

Virtual Mini-Conference 2020

INDUSTRY APPOINTMENT SESSIONS - book from 3rd June 2020
Please do not send any material until your appointment has been confirmed
This year there are opportunities for virtual one-to-ones with various industry professionals. These one-to-ones are only available to people who have registered for the RNA’s Virtual Mini-Conference on 10th and 11th July 2020. Please register via romanticnovelistsassociation.org/events before you apply to book one-to-ones. 

One-to-ones will take the form of either a 10-minute video chat (usually using Zoom) during the two-hour time block specified below or an emailed submission and email feedback. All video appointments are planned to take place on Friday 10th July, and email feedback is planned to be delivered by mid-July. PLEASE NOTE: A small number of the editors listed below are currently furloughed, under the Covid-19 furlough scheme, but are expecting to return to work before 10th July. If their return dates are delayed one-to-ones may need to be rescheduled. Any authors affected by this will be contacted individually to re-arrange their appointment.
Please read the potted biographies below carefully, and if you are interested in booking appointments with any of the industry professionals, let Elaine Everest know your first, second and third choices by email at  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ elaineeverest@aol.com from midday (BST) 3rd June onwards. Please also include your order number from your Order Recieved email for your conference registration when you contact Elaine. Anything received before midday on 3rd June will be ignored. If spaces remain available after 25th June it will be at the agent/editor’s discretion whether they accept further submissions after this date.
For ease of scheduling, you are less likely to be given two appointments in the same time block so bear that in mind when you decide your preferences. As this is the first time we have offered one-to-ones in this way we don’t yet know what the demand will be, but we do expect it to be high, so please be aware that you may not receive all three choices. And please be patient when waiting for a reply to your initial email. It does take time to allocate all the appointments, especially when demand is high.
All appointments will require the first chapter (max 5000 words) plus a one-page synopsis and a cover letter to be emailed to Elaine as soon as possible after an appointment has been confirmed. Delay in sending material may result in your slot being reallocated to another delegate. Please ensure that your name and email address are clearly visible on your submission.
	Format/time block
	Name
	Role/Company

	Email
	Tanera Simons
	Agent – Darley Anderson

	Email
	Hayley Steed
	Agent – Madeleine Milburn

	Email
	Rhea Kurien
	Editor – Aria (Head of Zeus)

	Email
	Hannah Bond
	Editor – Bookouture

	Email
	Katie Seaman
	Editor – HQ

	Email
	Rebecca Farrell
	Editor – Little, Brown

	Email
	Becky Slorach
	Editor – Mills & Boon

	Email
	Julia Williams
	Editor – Mills & Boon

	
	
	

	Video chat 10am-12noon 
	Julia Silk
	Agent – Kingsford Campbell

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Samar Hammam
	Agent – Rocking Chair Books

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Hattie Grunewald
	Agent – The Blair Partnership

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Kate Nash
	Agent – Kate Nash Literary Agency

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Joanne Grant
	Independent editorial coach

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Hannah Todd
	Editor – One More Chapter

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Linda Fildew
	Editor – Mills & Boon

	Video chat 10am-12noon
	Emily Kitchin
	Editor – HQ

	
	
	

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Robbie Guillory
	Agent – Kate Nash Literary Agency

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Susan Yearwood
	Agent – Susan Yearwood Lit Agency

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Hannah Ferguson
	Agent – Hardman & Swainson

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Diana Beaumont
	Agent – Marjacq Agency

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Katie Loughnane
	Editor – Avon

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Keshini Naidoo
	Editor – Hera

	Video chat 1-3pm
	Charlotte Mursell
	Editor – Orion

	
	
	

	Video chat 3-5pm  
	Julia Silk
	Agent – Kingsford Campbell

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Giles Milburn
	Agent – Madeleine Milburn

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Lina Langlee
	Agent – The North Literary Agency

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Radikha Sonagra
	Editor – Bookouture

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Kate Bradley
	Editor – Harper Fiction

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Olivia Barber
	Editor – Orion

	Video chat 3-5pm
	Hannah Rossiter 
	Editor – Mills & Boon


Industry appointments are being offered by:

PUBLISHERS…

Aria 

Rhea Kurien - Rhea Kurien is Commissioning Editor at Aria, Head of Zeus. During her time at Aria, Rhea has published top 50 Kindle bestseller Starting Over at Acorn Cottage, the sweeping magical romance that is Someday in Paris and brilliant sagas from authors like Elaine Roberts, Lesley Eames and Rachel Brimble. Rhea is always looking for writers with distinctive voices and stories led by characters whose journeys she can get fully invested in. Whether it's emotional women's fiction, a sweeping love story or an absorbing saga, she is always interested in reading submissions with heart and a clearly defined hook.
Avon

Katie Loughnane - Katie is a commissioning editor with seven years of publishing experience. She started her career at Penguin Random House and moved to Avon, HarperCollins in 2017. She has a passion for commercially focused publishing – her aim is to find brilliant new voices in fiction and shout about stories that she knows will connect with people, start conversations and top the charts. She’s currently on the hunt for gorgeous, concept-led love stories; emotional, suspenseful family drama; compelling WW2 historical fiction; and thrillers with a killer hook that make for a compulsive just-one-more-chapter reading experience.
Bookouture

Hannah Bond - Hannah Bond began her career in publishing at Orion, then moved to Hodder & Stoughton, where she worked with authors such as David Nicholls, Erin Kelly, Mike Gayle and Sabine Durrant. She joined Bookouture, a digital-first publisher of commercial fiction, in May 2019 and works on the editorial team, publishing authors such as Donna Ashcroft, Ellyn Oaksmith and Laura Wolfe. She’s interested in commercial fiction, particularly crime, reading group and US-set books. She’d be excited to read anything well-plotted, twisty & character-led (she’s not looking for beautiful writing where nothing happens) and she wants a lively voice with strong dialogue and great characterisation. No YA or SFF please.
Radikha Sonagra - After a variety of jobs (including one very short stint as the world’s worst barista), Radhika got her start in publishing by editing material for an educational publisher. She was thrilled to move to Bookouture last year, both because of her love of fiction and because she gets to work with some of the brightest and most dynamic publishing talent. While she does have a varied taste in genres, the books she most loves always feature very strong, complex characters, tightly driven plots and prose that stays with you long after.
Harper Fiction

Kate Bradley - Kate Bradley is a seasoned professional with over 25 years in the book industry. As Editorial Director at HarperCollins, her publishing remit encompasses fiction aimed at women in all its guises including historical, romance and contemporary fiction. She loves books that make her laugh and make her cry, ideally at the same time. Kate feels lucky to read wonderful books for a living and to share her passion for them with others.
Hera
Keshini Naidoo - Keshini Naidoo is the Publishing Director of Hera Books, an independent publisher of commercial, inclusive fiction across all genres. She is particularly interested in reading high-concept women’s commercial fiction, regional WW2 sagas and romcoms featuring characters over the age of 40.
HQ

Emily Kitchin- Emily Kitchin is Editorial Director at HQ, where she is publishing, amongst others, Helen Monks Takhar's debut thriller Precious You, Josie Lloyd's heart-warming The Cancer Ladies' Running Club, and Tom Ellen's adult debut All About Us. Previously she was at Hodder & Stoughton where she worked with authors including Holly Bourne, Katie Marsh, Lucy Daniels and published The Roanoke Girls by Amy Engel.
Katie Seaman - Katie joined HQ in 2019 after previously working at PRH and Orion, and has worked with authors including Lucy Vine, Roxie Cooper, Katy Colins and Jessica Ryn. She’s looking for big stories, beautifully told with an emotive hook that draws readers in, from concept-led romcoms to uplifting book club fiction.
Little, Brown

Rebecca Farrell - Bec Farrell is a commissioning editor at Little, Brown, where she acquires commercial fiction and saga for the Sphere list. She has worked with a range of authors, including Sunday Times bestsellers Santa Montefiore, Heidi Swain and Paige Toon. She is actively seeking female-driven fiction that can either make her laugh or cry, as well as nostalgic family sagas set against the backdrop of wartime England.
Mills & Boon

Linda Fildew - Linda is a senior editor, working with authors across Mills & Boon Historical and Modern series. Over her 40+ years with the company, she has held a variety of editorial roles.  She puts her longevity down to an abiding love of the books and the authors with whom she works. Linda encourages many different historical time periods, from ancient civilizations up to and including the Second World War, although she personally has a soft spot for Viking heroes and embittered, battle-scarred loners, be they warriors or outcasts from the Regency ton. Linda has a background in art history.
Hannah Rossiter - Hannah joined the team in 2018 and is now the editorial assistant for the Mills & Boon Medical and Romance series. Hannah fell in love with love at the age of eight, when she and her grandma watched Pride and Prejudice together – the Colin Firth version, of course! Hannah studied English Literature at the University of Southampton and then landed her dream job at Mills & Boon. Hannah is passionate about acquiring fresh, exciting new voices for the Mills & Boon series.
Becky Slorach - Becky has been working in publishing for over 20 years with a variety of publishers and genres, before finally finding her dream job as editor at Mills & Boon. As an iconic brand Mills & Boon is synonymous with strong heroes and heroines and she says it is a pleasure to come to work each day and read about them! As well as the iconic series she also publishes Mills & Boon trade books, and is always looking for enthusiastic authors willing to write strong passionate heroes and heroines with a happy ever after.
Julia Williams - Julia has been an editor at Mills & Boon for six years and has over 30 years’ experience in publishing in both children’s and adult fiction. Julia discovered romantic fiction through the works of Jean Plaidy, and still has a special love of historical romance. As well as being an editor she has also written 10 novels of her own and has been a member of the RNA for 20 years. She lives in Surrey with her family.
One More Chapter

Hannah Todd - Hannah Todd is a commissioning editor for One More Chapter, HarperCollins’ award-winning digital-first imprint. She loves commercial fiction, is a strong advocate for digital publishing and is a self-confessed metadata nerd. She’ll read anything from crime to romance to sagas...if you can make her laugh or cry then you’re onto a winner! Hannah’s wish list currently features a crime series with a non-standard protagonist (in the vein of The Girl Beneath the Sea), a Jodi Picoult-esque novel with a strong moral dilemma and accessible historical fiction. She is not the person to send your horror, fantasy or sci-fi to… she likes her sleep too much!
Orion

Olivia Barber - Olivia is an assistant editor at Orion Fiction, which she joined in 2017 after working at a literary agency. She is looking for commercial women’s fiction with a millennial edge, reading group fiction with a sharp concept and upmarket historical fiction – books that combine great writing and atmosphere with a page-turning narrative.
Charlotte Mursell - Charlotte joined Orion Fiction as Editorial Director in January 2020. She is looking for page-turning commercial women’s, book club and upmarket fiction with a cracking hook and an unforgettable voice. Previously, she published the feminist dystopia and Richard & Judy pick VOX by Christina Dalcher, Reese Witherspoon Book Club pick The Light We Lost by Jill Santopolo and Kindle bestseller The Plus One by Sophia Money-Coutts. She’s looking for stories that spark conversation and remain with the reader long after they turn the last page.
AGENTS… 

Diana Beaumont - Diana joined Marjacq in 2017.  She started agenting with Rupert Heath Literary Agency in 2011 before moving to UTA. Before that she was senior commissioning editor at Transworld. Diana was chosen as one of The Bookseller’s Rising Stars of 2012. She was shortlisted for Agent of the Year 2019 by the RNA. Diana represents adult fiction and non-fiction. She’s looking for upmarket women’s commercial fiction with depth and heart, accessible literary fiction, high-concept crime fiction and thrillers. She also wants to encourage submissions from writers who have been traditionally under-represented.
Hannah Ferguson - Hannah has been an agent for over 10 years and represents a number of Sunday Times Bestsellers including Giovanna Fletcher, The Unmumsy Mum Sarah Turner and Cathy Bramley. She has an eclectic list of fiction and non-fiction and specialises in women’s commercial fiction. She is looking for commercial fiction, from romcoms to more literary book group reads. She’d also love to find more fiction from under-represented groups and also for younger readers (i.e. younger than 30!).
Hattie Grünewald - Hattie Grünewald is an agent at The Blair Partnership. She represents commercial and upmarket fiction – including women’s fiction, crime and thriller, historical and book club fiction – as well as some non-fiction in the areas of lifestyle and personal development. Before joining the Blair Partnership she was a literary agent at Blake Friedmann Agency, where she worked for six years. Hattie has a degree in English and Creative Writing from the University of East Anglia and she is also a poet.
Robbie Guillory - Robbie is an agent at the Kate Nash Literary Agency. Before becoming an agent he worked for numerous independent publishers including Saraband and Freight Books. When not reading, he likes to get outside whenever possible, preferably up to his neck in a loch. Originally from north Norfolk, he currently lives in Glasgow. His reading tastes are eclectic, from sweeping fantasy to tight-knit police procedurals – what is important to him are believable, compelling characters that live and breathe, and narratives to fit. He’s currently on the lookout for an excellent romcom author and an historical with a bit of mystery about it. 
Samar Hammam - Samar Hammam founded Rocking Chair Books Literary Agency after six years as a director at Toby Eady Associates. Prior to that she worked as a literary scout in New York City for Linda Clark Associates. She focuses on adult commercial fiction, literary fiction, graphic novels, and general non-fiction for publication around the world and represents select writers with total dedication and love. ’She’s looking for books that are original and page-turning across all genres except science fiction and fantasy.

In romantic fiction, she loves layered stories with a strong voice that grabs you immediately and story that just never lets you go, long after you’ve finished the book.  
Lina Langlee - Lina Langlee is originally from Sweden but lives and works in Edinburgh as a literary agent with the North Literary Agency after having spent several years working in publishing. Lina is looking for fresh voices and books that have a very clear concept or hook. Within romance, she enjoys uplifting stories, romcoms and big epics. She would also be open to a whirlwind YA romance. Lina would be less likely to jump at something that is very dark and gritty or tragic, or which blends several genres into one. Though she enjoys gothic stories, she’s not looking for paranormal. In 2019, Lina was shortlisted for the RNA Agent of the Year Award.
Giles Milburn - Giles is the Managing Director of Madeleine Milburn Ltd. He began his publishing career at a leading London literary agency back in 2006. Working with bestselling authors in commercial fiction, non-fiction and historical, he was soon immersed in the exhilarating world of the book trade. After a short break from the industry, during which he criss-crossed Southern Africa as a travel writer, and taught English at a number of London schools, he was thrilled to join the team at Madeleine Milburn as Managing Director in 2016. He is building a list of mainly historical fiction, though he is keen to consider literary and book club fiction as well.
Kate Nash - As a former author, publisher, publicist and marketer Kate has seen every side of publishing and set up her literary agency so she could do the “best job in publishing”. The Kate Nash Literary Agency is now one of the UK’s leading agencies for commercial fiction and in 2017 was listed in the Publishers Marketplace UK Fiction top 20. Kate would love to discover the next Dilly Court or Clare Mackintosh. She’s worked with a number of RNA members who are now in the bestseller lists both in the UK and overseas but also takes on two or three new writers a year. She is open to all types of popular fiction and looks for a page-turning, emotionally gripping story carried by great characters. She does not represent SF or fantasy fiction.
Julia Silk - Julia was an editor, latterly for Orion, before becoming an agent in 2016. She has wide-ranging tastes and represents authors writing literary and commercial fiction and non-fiction.  She is still building her list at Kingsford Campbell and would particularly love to find a great high-concept contemporary love story like The After Wife; she enjoys her romance with a bit of grit and a lot of heart and humour (favourites include Marian Keyes and Mhairi Mcfarlane), and is not averse to having her heartstrings tugged (see Eithne Shortall’s Grace After Henry). Not a fan of beach huts and cupcakes!
Hayley Steed - Hayley is a literary agent and book to screen agent, actively building a list of fiction, and focusing on film and TV adaptation and scripts written by existing clients. She was named a Rising Star in The Bookseller in 2019. Actively looking for: commercial and book club fiction across all genres including contemporary women’s fiction; uplifting love stories; upmarket general fiction; high-concept novels; grounded sci-fi; speculative fiction; gothic novels; horror; feminist reads; magical realism and cross-genre books.
Tanera Simons - Tanera joined Darley Anderson in 2017 and is looking for standout stories and compelling voices in the genre. She particularly enjoys contemporary romcoms, uplifting love stories, and sweeping historical romances. Tanera represents authors Beth O’Leary, Mandy Baggot, Claire Frost, Nicola Gill, Mary Hargreaves, Sandie Jones and Lauren North, to name a few.
Susan Yearwood - Susan Yearwood at Susan Yearwood Agency is looking for book club and commercial women’s fiction, including contemporary romance and women’s fiction, psychological suspense and domestic noir. At SYA, she represents debut and published novelists and is growing her list; however she would prefer not to read speculative/fantasy fiction.
INDEPENDENT EDITORS…

A fantastic opportunity for a professional, in-depth look at your first chapter

Joanne Grant - Editorial coach Joanne Grant has over 16 years publishing experience working for Harlequin, whom you will know for their iconic Mills & Boon Romance novels. As an editorial coach, Joanne works with writers one-to-one to achieve their writing goals by pairing her editorial expertise with coaching skills to get positive, barrier-breaking results! Joanne is open to working with writers of all genres.
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