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ROMANTIC NOVELISTS’ ASSOCIATION

Virtual Mini-Conference 2020

Speakers & Sessions - Saturday 11th July
9.30am Therese Keating – The Fine Art of Submission
﻿Ever wondered when your novel, cover letter and synopsis are truly ready to be sent off to agents and publishers? Now’s your chance to get some top tips on buffing and polishing your wares so that they can meet and greet the world, best foot forward. Bookouture Commissioning Editor Therese Keating guides you through the Dos and Don’ts checklist of what to check before you press “send”.
﻿Therese Keating has six years of experience publishing across a range of commercial fiction, including romance and women’s fiction bestsellers. She loves sweeping historical fiction and is an absolute sucker for an odd-couple romcom.
10.45am Julie Morris – Why Bloggers are an Author’s Best Friend
﻿﻿﻿Learn how to win blogger friends and influence them to promote your book for free, with advice and tips from an insider.
﻿Julie Morris has been blogging at A Little Book Problem since 2017, amassing a large and enthusiastic following as she supports authors in every way possible. Her Friday Night Drinks feature is a firm favourite. As a writer enrolled in the RNA’s New Writers’ Scheme, she draws on a unique dual perspective of author and blogger.
12noon Julie Cohen – Creating Character out of Thin Air 

﻿﻿This is a fun, interactive, hands-on workshop where you will start with blank paper and a coin, and by the end of the session, you’ll have created a fully-formed fictional character, suitable to use in any story you like. Bestselling author and writing coach Julie Cohen takes you through the stages of creating characters step by step, with plenty of tips on the way. A popular workshop, back by demand.
Julie Cohen’s award-winning novels have sold over a million copies worldwide, have been optioned for film and TV, and have twice been selected for the Richard and Judy Book Club. She’s a Vice President of the RNA and founder of the RNA Rainbow Chapter. Her latest novel is SPIRITED. @julie_cohen
2pm Mark Stay – The 279 Things I've Learned in over Three Years of the Bestseller Experiment
The Bestseller Experiment is a podcast for writers and as it approaches its 280th episode, co-presenter Mark Stay (who claims to have learned something new in every episode) reflects on the top writing tips he's discovered from interviewing the likes of Joanne Harris, Michael Connelly, Bryan Cranston and more. He'll also tell you about the last time he was at the RNA conference and was heckled by Rowan Coleman.
Mark Stay is a screenwriter and author and worked in bookselling and publishing for over 25 years before they gave him the boot. He now has a lovely life making up stories — usually with some form of magic in them — and occasionally getting paid for it. He lives with Youtube gardener Claire Burgess in the Kent countryside with their children and three retired chickens.


3.15pm Bryony Green & Julia Williams – Creating Conflict through Character
Join Harlequin Mills & Boon editors Bryony Green and Julia Williams for an interactive online workshop on creating characters for the UK acquired Mills & Boon series. Find out which series is right for you, how to develop backstories and compelling conflicts for your characters – and to develop those conflicts to fuel tension, not tragedy – and keep your readers gripped from first page to last!
Bryony Green is the executive editor of Harlequin’s series acquisition team in London, which acquires for Mills & Boon Modern, Medicals, Romance (published as part of True Love) and Historicals. Two years ago she took over the senior editor responsibilities for Historicals as part of her role and has loved getting to know the series better. Her career at Harlequin began over (cough!) 20 years ago as an editorial assistant and it has been a fun and constantly changing career. She loves working with her authors – many of whom she’s worked with for a very long time – and she still feels the biggest thrill is finding a new voice for one of the series!

Julia Williams has been an editor at Mills & Boon for six years and has over 30 years’ experience in publishing in both children’s and adult fiction. Julia discovered romantic fiction through the works of Jean Plaidy, and still has a special love of historical romance. As well as being an editor she has also written 10 novels of her own and has been a member of the RNA for 20 years. She lives in Surrey with her family.
4.30pm Virginia Heath – He Said/She Said: The Dark Art of Snappy Dialogue
Forgive the food metaphor, but the best character conversations are like a great lasagne. The sort that comes bubbling in a terracotta dish in a restaurant in Napoli rather than in the soggy, sad, bland and claggy sort which you microwave to death in a flimsy foil tin. Just like that great lasagne, delightful dialogue comes in tantalising, flavoursome and secret layers which add depth and richness, seduce your senses, and enrich the soul. This session deconstructs those layers, evaluates the piquancy of the essential ingredients which have to go into them, and introduces you to the culinary skills needed to bake your own vibrant, deep and delicious discourse in the comfort of your own home.

When lifelong insomniac Virginia Heath was a little girl, she made up stories in her head to help pass the time while she was staring at the ceiling. She did this every night for over 40 years until one day, she decided to embrace the insomnia and start writing them down. Now, to her absolute delight and utter astonishment, her slightly racy Regency romcoms are published in many languages all across the globe. Amongst them are her critically acclaimed Wild Warriners and King’s Elite series for Mills & Boon. Unashamedly addicted to happily ever afters and terminally cheerful, Virginia cannot wait to launch NEVER FALL FOR YOUR FIANCÉE, the first book in her upcoming Merriwell Sisters trilogy with St Martin’s Press, loose into the world. When she isn’t furiously writing romance fuelled on far too much tea, she likes to travel to far-off places, shop for things she doesn’t need and drag her devoted Labrador Trevor on long walks.  And in case you were wondering, two Romantic Novel of the Year Award nominations and 18 books later, it still takes her forever to fall asleep. You can find her procrastinating online on her busy Facebook page and at www.virginiaheathromance.com
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