RNA Conference 2017 – Sessions and Speakers

Please see the timetable for details of times and choices

Friday 14th July
Janet Gover:




 What Wordsmiths Need to Know About Pictures
﻿﻿Words are our main stock in trade, but it’s increasingly important for us to know how to manipulate digital images – for blogs, Facebook posts, conference presentations and promotional materials, and especially to get good author photos or perhaps even design our own book covers. Do you know how to use the magic wand? Or layer an image? Or change the colours? A picture paints a thousand words – make them the right words.

Janet Gover is the author of the multi-award-winning Coorah Creek series. She’s an experienced writing tutor, a reader for the NWS and runs the RNA website. She has been responsible for the big screen presentations at RNA awards ceremonies and in her day job she travels to far flung corners of the world to teach people how to make television programmes. Oh yes, she is also something of a geek-girl. Find her at www.janetgover.com or on https://takefiveauthors.wordpress.com
Felicity Trew:


The Role of a Literary Agent and How to Catch One

In-depth look at this crucial relationship and the all-important submission letter

﻿A two-part talk, Felicity will first give a comprehensive explanation of all the things literary agents do and how this relationship can help you as a writer or artist. From discovering talent and nurturing it, to negotiating contracts and selling a wide variety of rights, Felicity will cover it all. The second part of the talk will focus on a close workshopping of the submission letter, dissecting it paragraph by paragraph, complete with both good and bad examples. The talk will provide checklists of the information you need to remember to include in the letter as well as perfecting the trickier art of pitching

your work and yourself. An agent's first encounter with your writing, the submission letter must be spot-on.

﻿Talented, enthusiastic and energetic, Felicity Trew (Caroline Sheldon Literacy Agency) is keenly building up a list of extraordinary writers. Among the many highly-talented clients she represents are Joan Hessayon award-winner Brigid Coady and debut saga writer Rosie Hendry. Felicity's list is open to every sort of work, but dream projects to arrive on her desk would be: a stunning psychological thriller à la Gone Girl, a gripping historical romance in the vein of The Tea Planter's Wife and a heartfelt, page-turning drama of a saga. Felicity is delighted to be one of The Bookseller's Rising Stars 2016.

Lucy Felthouse:



 

Write Unforgettable Sex Scenes
﻿﻿﻿Whether you write erotica, erotic romance, hot romance or include open-door sex in your romance stories and novels, this session with multi-published author Lucy Felthouse is for you. Learn how to avoid common mistakes, develop chemistry in your characters, and leave your readers fanning themselves. There will also be a couple of exercises - time permitting - to help you put these ideas into practice.

﻿Lucy Felthouse is the award-winning author of erotic romance novels Stately Pleasures (named in the top 5 of Cliterati.co.uk's 100 Modern Erotic Classics That You've Never Heard Of, and an Amazon bestseller), Eyes Wide Open (winner of the Love Romances Café's Best Ménage Book 2015 award, and an Amazon bestseller) and The Persecution of the Wolves. Including novels, short stories and novellas, she has over 160 publications to her name. She owns Erotica For All, and is one eighth of The Brit Babes. Find out more about her writing at http://lucyfelthouse.co.uk  Subscribe to her newsletter and get a free eBook: http://eepurl.com/gMQb9 

Nicola Cornick, RNA chairman:

 

WELCOME! 








plus conference notices from Jan Jones
Nicola Cornick writes multi-period novels with elements of mystery, history, romance and intrigue. She is a writer-in-residence for the National Trust and in her spare time trains guidedog puppies. Nicola is the current chair of the RNA. www.nicolacornick.co.uk 

﻿ 
Nicola Cornick (chair) with



The State of the Industry
Rosie de Courcy, Isobel Dixon, Broo Doherty
Sam Missingham, Emily Yau




A discussion and Question and Answer panel on the trends and topics in today’s publishing industry.

Rosie de Courcy is a fiction publisher at Head of Zeus, the fifth and - hopefully - the last of the start-ups with which she has been associated since she came into publishing in 1973.  She has worked with many bestselling authors, from Maeve Binchy, Penny Vincenzi, Colleen McCullough and Diana Gabaldon, to Len Deighton, John Grisham and Jeffrey Archer.  But her first love is discovering new talent, preferably great storytellers in any genre, with any setting - except paranormal and science fiction. She counts as one of her proudest achievements the four consecutive years when her authors won the RNA main award for Century.
Isobel Dixon is Head of Books and Director of the Blake Friedmann Literary Agency where she represents bestselling writers from around the world. Her clients' work includes contemporary, historical and literary fiction, crime and thrillers, memoir, biography and narrative non-fiction. Authors on her list have won many international prizes including the CWA Diamond Dagger, and been shortlisted for the RNA Award, the Costa Prize, the Orange Prize and the Booker Prize, among others. Isobel completed her postgraduate study in Edinburgh after growing up in South Africa, where her debut poetry collection Weather Eye won the Olive Schreiner Award. In 2016 her collection Bearings was published by Nine Arches. @isobeldixon http://blakefriedmann.co.uk/isobel-dixon http://www.isobeldixon.com/ 

Broo Doherty graduated from Downing College Cambridge and then started working in publishing, where she has been for the last twenty years, right across the board in publishing houses and as an agent. She handles all genres, excluding children’s books and sci-fi, but particularly enjoys crime, women's commercial fiction, literary fiction and quirky non-fiction. In 2013 she was voted Literary Agent of the Year by the Festival of Romance. @BrooDoherty​
Sam Missingham is founder of Lounge Books, a new home for book-lovers. She recently left HarperCollins where she was head of audience development. Whilst there she launched  initiatives such as CookPerk, BookPerk and 5 virtual literary festivals, including 3 in romance. She has won several book marketing awards and was runner-up for the Pandora award for sustained contribution to publishing. She can be mostly found on Twitter @samatlounge talking about books and publishing. http://www.lounge-books.com/ 
Emily Yau is a commissioning editor on the fiction lists at Ebury Publishing, having previously worked at HarperCollins and Orion. Authors include Sheila Norton (The Vets at Hope Green), Mandy Baggot (Single for the Summer) and John Marrs (The One), and she has also worked on books by Rowan Coleman, Caitlin Moran and Andy Weir (The Martian). She has a BA in English from Manchester Metropolitan University and an MA from Oxford International Centre for Publishing Studies.


Carol McGrath:





An Easy Way to Inspiration




Fabrics, embroidery and tapestry as an inspiration for historical fiction

How to give your story depth as regards fabrics, tapestries and women who worked as craftswomen (eg silk workers, female merchants etc). Deepening the text's narrative and characterisation with reference to fabrics. 
Carol McGrath has an MA in Creative Writing from The Seamus Heaney Centre, Queens University Belfast, and an MPhil in Creative Writing from University of London. Her debut novel, The Handfasted Wife, first in a trilogy about the royal women of 1066 was shortlisted for the RoNAS in 2014. The Swan-Daughter and The Betrothed Sister complete this best-selling trilogy. The Woman in the Shadows will be published on August 4th, 2017. www.carolcmcgrath.co.uk 

Saturday 9th July

﻿Nicola Cornick & Sarah Morgan: 



Let's Get Social

﻿The internet has given authors access to audiences as never before and social media presents a key opportunity to connect with readers and potential readers. This workshop examines the role of social media as a fundamental part of the marketing mix. We'll explore options for building an audience, increasing visibility, creating buzz and developing an author platform using social media. Note - this workshop won't be covering the basics, such as setting up Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts, but focuses more on how to gain maximum benefit from those platforms.
Sarah Morgan has more than 15 years' experience in sales and marketing and worked as Media Director for a London communications agency before leaving to write full time. She has written over eighty books, sold more than 15 million copies and is currently published by HQ Stories (a division of Harper Collins) in the UK, and HQN in the US. Her books have appeared on both The Bookseller and USA Today bestseller lists, and she has won two RITA ® Awards from the Romance Writers of America.

Nicola Cornick‘s bio is on page 2.

﻿Ruth Frances Long: 




Back to School

﻿Daunted at the prospect of giving a school talk? Terrified of trying to entertain 20-100 or more teenagers for an hour? Confused as to how to even start? YA author Ruth Frances Long demystifies the school talk.
Ruth Frances Long writes young adult fantasy, often about scary fairies. She won the 2015 ESFS Award for Children's Sci-Fi and Fantasy and is the surviving veteran of many school talks. http://www.rflong.com/ 


Imogen Howson: 





New Writers’ Scheme Get Together
The regular session for members of the New Writers' Scheme. Immi will give an overview of the year so far, and we'll hear from a recent graduate of the Scheme. Come along with your questions!
Immi Howson ﻿﻿is the New Writers' Scheme Organiser. She writes for young adults and was an editorial assistant for Samhain Publishing for ten years. When she's not writing or spreadsheet-wrangling for the NWS, she bakes, runs, drinks coffee, sends care packages to her student daughter and looks after a household of a curate, a teenager, a hamster, a Very Tiny Dog and three cats. www.imogenhowson.com and on twitter @imogenhowson

﻿Elizabeth Chadwick:




Beyond the Dressing Up Box








Finding the deep magic
﻿Are you writing a historical novel?  How do you get inside your characters, inhabit their world and keep it real for both them and your readers?  Elizabeth Chadwick explains how she does it. 

Elizabeth Chadwick ﻿has been a member of the RNA since 1990. Shortlisted for the major award 5 times, she won the RNA's Best historical novel award in 2011 for To Defy A King  Several of her novels have won other awards and she is a New York Times best selling author. Her work has also been optioned for film. On the historical front, she gives occasional lectures on medieval history, and is a member of the Royal Historical Society. http://elizabethchadwick.com/  

﻿Alison May & Bella Osborne:



Plotter vs Pantser
﻿Witness a series of deadly challenges to determine once and for all which is best for your novel - planning or flying by the seat of your pants. Actually there's no single right way to write a novel so it's really two writers at opposite ends of the planning scale sharing top tips about their own approaches, but it will be fun and informative and they may throw in a couple of deadly challenges just for fun!

﻿Bella Osborne is a Project Manager by trade but has been moonlighting as a writer for a while now. She has written three books and been shortlisted twice for the Contemporary Romantic Novel of the Year. Her other interests include talking, eating chocolate, drinking fizz and planning holidays www.bellaosborne.com Twitter - @osborne_bella

Alison May is currently Vice-Chair of the RNA. She writes romantic comedies and commercial women's fiction. Her next book, All That Was Lost, will be published by Legend Press in spring 2018. Alison also teaches creative writing and writes collaboratively with Janet Gover. Their first joint book will be out next year. More at www.alison-may.co.uk @MsAlisonMay

﻿Ria Cheyne:






Writing Disability in Romance








Potentials and Pitfalls
﻿Romantic fiction which explores the stories of disabled characters has a powerful emotional impact, but how can writers, especially writers who identify as non-disabled, depict disability without reinforcing negative stereotypes or resorting to clichés? This presentation explores the potentials and pitfalls of writing romances with disabled heroes, heroines or secondary characters.

﻿Dr. Ria Cheyne (@riacheyne) wanted to be a novelist until she did work experience at a publisher, where she was tasked with rejecting all the manuscripts in the slush pile. Instead, she became an academic specialising in literature and disability studies: a job which allows her to read romance novels for (and at) work. She runs the Disability and Romance Project www.disrom.com 

﻿Joanna Maitland & Sophie Weston:


SPARKLE  by Libertà
﻿﻿Add sparkle to your MS to keep your reader hooked and buying. As an ebook author, you need to hook and hold your free-sample reader so that she has to keep reading to the end of the sample and then feels compelled to buy your book. An okay MS won't do that. Sparkle is a practical how-to guide to blinging-up an okay MS into something special. Works for print authors, too. Led by Libertà partners (and RNA Vice-Presidents) Joanna Maitland & Sophie Weston who run the popular website and blog at Libertabooks.com/blog They also offer Libertà writing workshops tailored for both aspiring and experienced writers. More at http://libertabooks.com/events/workshops 

﻿Joanna Maitland published 13 Regency romances with Harlequin Mills & Boon which have sold over 1.3 million copies around the world. She now publishes independently. She also offers editing and proof-reading services. More at http://libertabooks.com/joanna 

Sophie Weston (also Sophie Page) published 49 contemporary romances with Harlequin Mills & Boon, Heartline, Scarlet, Random House, and other publishers. That's over 12 million books, so far. As Jenny Haddon, she also wrote the indispensable guide to punctuation, Getting the Point, with Elizabeth Hawksley. She now publishes independently. More at http://libertabooks.com/sophie 


﻿Pia Fenton & Anna Belfrage:


Playing with Time in Romantic Fiction

﻿Time slip/time travel is something of a perennial favourite, fun to read and fun to write. But it's not always easy to write, and this workshop offers some insight into the challenges caused by fiddling with time

﻿Had Anna Belfrage been allowed to choose, she'd have become a professional time-traveller. As this was impossible, she became a financial professional with two absorbing interests: history and writing. Anna has authored the acclaimed time-slip series The Graham Saga, winner of multiple awards, including the HNS Indie Award 2015. Her ongoing series is set in the 1320s and features Adam de Guirande, his wife Kit, and their adventures during Roger Mortimer's rise to power.

Pia Fenton writes historical romance and time slip as Christina Courtenay (published by Choc Lit), and self-publishes YA under her real name. She is half Swedish and in her teens she moved to Japan where she had the opportunity to travel extensively in the Far East. She's a former chairman of the RNA. Highland Storms and The Gilded Fan both won the RoNA for Best Historical Romantic Novel of the Year (in 2012/2014 respectively). Her latest novels are The Velvet Cloak of Moonlight (time slip) and New England Dreams (YA contemporary romance). http://christinacourtenay.com/
﻿Clare Mitchell (Clare London):



Keep Calm and Call an Accountant 

﻿﻿The main financial issues for an author and how to take control by staying on the right side of the authorities, maximising income, realising when and how to seek professional help and advice. Legal, smart, brave! The tone will be constructive, informative and hopefully entertaining. Only UK tax will be covered. No one’s personal tax will be discussed publicly.

Clare Mitchell ACA is a fully qualified Chartered Accountant with over 25 years of experience in a wide variety of industries, and currently running a private portfolio of clients, both author and non-author. As Clare London, she’s also a romance author in both the male/female and male/male genres, publishing through independent publishers since 2007 and also now self-publishing.

﻿Jill Mansell:






In Conversation  

Long-time fan Kate Johnson asks Jill Mansell about rugby players, writing with a fountain pen and the tricky business of consistently coming up with best-sellers

Jill Mansell ﻿grew up in the Cotswolds and went to school in Tetbury. After working at the Burden Neurological Hospital in Bristol for many years, she became a full-time writer in 1992. Jill is one of the top 20 British female novelists of the 21st century (in terms of sales). In 2011, Jill’s novel Take A Chance On Me won the RNA Romantic Comedy Prize. In 2015 she was presented with an Outstanding Achievement award by the RNA. Worldwide sales of her books now exceed ten million copies. http://jillmansell.co.uk/ 

Kate Johnson’s bio is on page 10
﻿Lynne Connolly:





Is WORD still the only one?
﻿Word, part of Microsoft Office, has for a long time been the king of word processing. With the move to a subscription model and increasing emphasis on the business side, it is becoming less ideal for authors. However, its file type, .doc and .docx, are still industry standard. Is Word still the only word processor authors should consider? Lynne’s new computer didn't come with Word installed. Was there another way? She’s extensively tested many different word processors, including LibreOffice, Textmaker, Nevron, WPS. This talk includes the advantages and disadvantages of each version, and how the free version, if available, compares with the paid one. Did she stick with Word, or discover something even better?
Lynne Connolly is a hybrid author, self-publishing and writing for publishers. Currently, she's working on a historical romance series for Kensington Books, but she also writes contemporary and paranormal romance. Although she lives in Britain, she travels to the US regularly. Most of her life is spent at her desk, travelling in real and created worlds, trying to incorporate the one outside into the one inside her head. http://lynneconnolly.com/  

RNA Open Discussion: 




Have Your Say! 
﻿The RNA is your association, and this is your chance to have your say about how you want the RNA to develop and what you would like the association to be doing. It's also a chance to hear about plans that are already underway. It's an informal session led by RNA Chair, Nicola Cornick, and Vice-Chair, Alison May, so come along and tell us what you want from the RNA.
Nicola Cornick’s bio is on page 2

Alison May’s bio is on page 4

﻿Emily Ruston & Jenny Hutton: 


“Say what?” Navigating a revision letter







What is your editor actually asking you to do?
﻿Drawing on their years of experience in the publishing industry, independent fiction editors, Emily Ruston and Jenny Hutton will show you how to navigate the marvellous maze that is the revision letter. From what is a commercial hook to what does character-driven mean, and how do I make my story cut it in an overcrowded marketplace to my synopsis sucks! They will share their wisdom from working with top publishers, digital start ups and self publishers and show how writers can avoid the common pitfalls to make their story the very best it can be. 
﻿Between them Jenny Hutton and Emily Ruston have over thirty years' experience in the publishing industry. They cut their teeth at Harlequin, editing over seventy manuscripts a year each, and gained a sharp understanding of what readers want. They now work independently for some of the biggest global publishers including HarperCollins, Bonnier, Hachette and digital ground-breakers Bookouture, HarperImpulse and Carina. They have seen their private clients go on to achieve best-selling independent success and secure dreams of a traditional publishing contract. Authors edited by Ruston Hutton regularly feature in the Top 100 Kindle Bestsellers and garner numerous award nominations. They know what works commercially and just what it will take to make a story shine. Take a quick look at http://www.rustonhutton.com/what-people-say.html to see just a few of their testimonials.

﻿Julia Williams, Laurie Johnson, Charlotte Ellis:
Make a date with Mills & Boon!

﻿Find out why writing for Mills & Boon could be your perfect match!
Julia Williams has been editing books for more years then she cares to mention. Quite by chance while working on teen fiction at Scholastic, she realised she was a closet romance addict, and that her formative years spent reading Jean Plaidy had been put to very good use. Since then she hasn't looked back, and has even written some romantic fiction of her own. After several years freelancing, Julia was delighted to join the team at Harlequin Mills& Boon as an editor which feels very much like her spiritual home!

Laurie Johnson is an Associate Editor for Mills & Boon Modern, as well as working with authors across all UK-acquired series. Armed with a degree in Creative Writing, she briefly dabbled in journalism but always dreamed of editing books. An avid reader of Mills & Boon romances since her early teens, she believes the home of romance is the perfect place to work. Laurie loves working with authors, helping them get the very best out of their manuscripts, and is thrilled to read amazing books for a living.

Charlotte Ellis is editorial assistant for the Mills & Boon Romance and Medical Romance series, joining the team in early September 2016. Despite a BA in Sociology from Durham University and a year as a sports graduate she soon realised that books were her dream job and so working on the Mills & Boon Romance and Medical Romance teams is a dream come true - almost like living a real-life version of Grey's Anatomy! In her spare time Charlotte is a keen netballer and gym-goer, although she's just as keen to curl up with a good book and mug of tea.

﻿Ian Skillicorn and Louise Allen:



These We Have Loved








A two-part experience
﻿1) Ian Skillicorn shares tips from his experience of reissuing the out-of-print works of some of our best-loved romance authors and turning them into bestsellers for a second time. How do you ensure you have the rights to reissue your backlist, and what is the best way to present and market these older works? Ian's talk includes a special celebration of the life and work of much-loved and missed Lucilla Andrews, co-founder of the RNA, who was described by Nursing Times as "arguably the best of all writers of hospital fiction." Lucilla's medical romances are now being reissued by Corazon.

Ian Skillicorn founded Corazon Books in 2012. Since then, the imprint has reissued work by some of the most popular romance authors of the 20th century, including Catherine Gaskin, Naomi Jacob and Ursula Bloom, as well as contemporary fiction by bestselling writers such as Sophie King. Many titles have become bestsellers for the second time, both in the UK and overseas. http://www.greatstorieswithheart.com/ http://www.ianskillicorn.com/ 
﻿2) Louise Allen. We all hope our writing improves with time, experience and hard work. Getting the rights back to early work is a wonderful opportunity to correct those things that now jar, to find that perfect cover, to relaunch and rebrand those half-forgotten novels. Louise Allen discusses the choices that faced her with eight early books: to leave that different early voice or to spend a great deal of time rewriting? What is needed to improve the writing and to bring it up to date? What is the image and brand to project with the cover and marketing? What are the stumbling blocks and pitfalls with the process of rejuvenating books almost twenty years old? Is it worth the investment?
Louise Allen is the author of more than 55 historical romances for Harlequin Mills & Boon and has independently published timeslip and historical mystery novels. She has published popular historical non-fiction with Shire and also independently and is working on revising and re-releasing her first eight historical novels, co-written as Francesca Shaw. http://www.louiseallenregency.com/ @LouiseRegency
Sunday 10th July

﻿Liz Harris:



I speak, therefore I can write speech. But is that so?﻿





(with apologies to Descartes). 
﻿So your conversation sounds exactly like any conversation you could have heard in a train, on the street, at a theatre, does it? Yawn. This talk/workshop will help you to make sure that it doesn't, and that your dialogue speaks to your readers in as many ways as it can.

Liz Harris is the author of the historical novels The Road Back, (US Coffee Time & Romance Book of the Year 2012), A Bargain Struck (shortlisted for the RoNA Historical 2013), and the novella, A Western Heart. Contemporary novels are Evie Undercover and The Art of Deception. Latest historical novel is The Lost Girl, set in SW Wyoming in the 1870s and 1880s. Liz has had several short stories published in anthologies. Her interests are theatre, travelling, reading, cryptic crosswords. Visit her website at www.lizharrisauthor.com
﻿
﻿Laura E James:




The IT in WrITing







The ways in which technology can help
﻿﻿This interactive workshop and discussion aims to illustrate some of the user-friendly ways IT can assist writers in the researching, recording and promotion of their work, without the need for a resident teenager.

﻿Living in and enjoying the inspirational county of Dorset, Laura E James is a graduate of the RNA New Writers' Scheme, and one eighth of The Romaniacs, the RNA Industry Awards 2015 Media Stars Winner. Laura's latest novel, What Doesn't Kill You, released in paperback January 9th 2017, is the first title in Choc Lit's new Dark imprint, compelling, emotional, hard-hitting novels. For further information, go to: www.lauraejames.co.uk   www.theromaniacs.co.uk 

﻿The Paisley Piranhas:



The Current State of YA







Romance, Relationships and Realism 
﻿ ﻿An interactive discussion about romance in YA, the incredible diversity of this sub-genre, and its increase in popularity. Hard-hitting and emotional love stories (not necessarily with a HEA) vs light-hearted high school crushes; shape-shifting heroes vs human heartthrobs; demi-gods or the boy/girl next door – what do you prefer and why? Fantasy or real life? Serious issues or ditzy teen tales? Come and tell us what you think!
﻿The Paisley Piranhas are a group of YA authors who got together for mutual support and encouragement when self-publishing for the first time, and because it’s more fun to do things with others rather than on your own. They are Kate Thomson (writing as Katy Haye), Gill-Marie Stewart, Claire Watts and Pia Fenton. Although they have some things in common, they have very different tastes and this is reflected both in their writing and reading choices. It’s also one of the reasons the group works so well together – the diversity is a strength. The Piranhas do promo together and have a joint website where they blog and also review other YA books. They can be found at https://paisleypiranha.wordpress.com/ and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/paisleypiranhas 

﻿Fiona Harper: 




Building characters from the inside out
 




Digging deep into your characters to define their inner journey

﻿In this talk, we will explore key questions you can ask about your characters to help define who they are now and what drives them, what they need to overcome to achieve their goals and how they might transform over the course of a story. We will also look at how you can use a well-defined character arc to help plot your book.

﻿Fiona Harper is an award-winning author of twenty-five books. She started her career writing heartfelt but humorous romances for Mills & Boon, but now writes romantic comedies and feel-good women's fiction for HQ. She is a previous winner of the Joan Hessayon New Writers' Scheme Award, has had five books shortlisted for a RoNA and won the 'Best Short Romance' at the Festival of Romance three years' running. Fiona lives in London with her husband and two daughters http://www.fionaharper.com 

﻿Ian Preston:





Time Mastery




﻿How to use time efficiently in both your business and personal life. Your time is your most important and valuable commodity. Do you just have a basic 'To Do' List or does it reflect your Urgent/Important priorities? Do you have a Default Diary to make sure that you allow time to carry out all of the tasks that are important to your business? By the end of the session you will have learned how to deal with 'time bandits', be more focused and ensure you make every minute count to maximise your effectiveness.

Ian Preston is a leading keynote speaker, trainer & business coach. Having led teams and projects in the corporate world he now heads up his own consultancy business. He is therefore well placed to share his years of experience of 'Time Mastery' with the audience in a way that is full of practical tips and is entertaining. 
Immi Howson: 




﻿NWS Readers' Get Together
﻿﻿A session for readers of the New Writers' Scheme. An informal group discussion with room for questions and concerns, including discussion of a possible future Code of Conduct for readers.

Immi's bio is on page 3.

Alison May (chair),
Julia Silk,


“How Can I Help?” 

Julia Williams, Debbie Johnston 


How an author can help her professional team

It’s not enough to write the book. Sometimes the writer has to be a team player too. An agent, an editor and a blogger share their views on what makes for the best possible working relationship between an author and her team.
Alison May’s bio is on page 4
Julia Silk was an editor for 15 years, most recently with Orion, before becoming an agent working in association with MBA. She loves to read stories that keep her turning the page, and welcomes submissions of accessible literary and commercial fiction, crime and thriller from new and established writers. She is also interested in receiving proposals for platform-driven non-fiction in the areas of parenting and lifestyle, fashion, style and beauty, as well as narrative non-fiction and memoir. Julia does not represent clients in the areas of SF, YA or children's. www.juliasilk.com @juliasreading

Julia Williams’s bio is on page 6
Debbie Johnston runs the popular blog Brook Cottage Books. She has been a marketing assistant, an editor and radio contributor. She is a Lifestyle reviewer for the award winning Loveahappyending.com Lifestyle magazine and has her own column called Home Help. She was shortlisted for Romance Blogger of the Year 2013 in the Romance Industry Awards.  Debbie regularly reviews books for www.lovereading.co.uk Find her at http://brookcottagebooks.blogspot.co.uk/
Catherine Miller:




How to Sell Your Story with Two Lines








**Read in advance - includes a competition!**
﻿﻿﻿Mastering elevator pitches and synopses is a tricky business, so how do you get them right? This workshop aims to explore pinpointing the story from the outset in the elevator pitch, blurb and synopsis. This will be an interactive workshop, inviting participants to send in their best elevator pitch in advance. The best three will be selected as examples for the workshop and will be sent to Catherine's agent, Hattie Grunewald. She will choose a winner who will have the opportunity to send her their full MS. Elevator pitches to be sent to catherine@katylittlelady.com by 30th June 2017.

Catherine Miller is the author of Waiting for You and All That is Left of Us. Her latest two-book-deal was landed on the back of a blurb and two synopses written one Monday. This along with other pitching successes has given her a false sense of security that she may have, by some miracle, sussed the tricky bit.



Sonia Duggan: 




Feel the Fear … and write it anyway

﻿Do you ever worry that you’re never going to get published? Have you lost the plot in your career as a successful author? Or are you somewhere in between? This workshop is for anyone who needs a bit of motivation to start … to keep going on with… or to finish a writing project. Join us to discover what keeps you stuck as a writer and identify the saboteur in your own life story. You’ll come away with great coaching tools to help you deal with him – or her – and free yourself to achieve success!

Sonia Duggan evolved from having to know all the answers as a maths teacher to just needing to ask the right questions as a certified coach. She is also a creative and commercial writer and particularly enjoys helping other writers to access their full creativity, overcome lack of confidence, tackle overwhelm and writer’s block, balance priorities, and manage projects. She coaches writers individually by phone/Skype and also leads creativity courses and writers’ workshops. Sonia is also a parent coach and a pranic healer. www.inspirationcoaching.biz 


﻿Mandy Baggot:





From Indie to Ebury

﻿Publishing tips, tricks and advice, plus the low-down on an uber-varied writing journey! Join international bestselling and award-winning romance author, Mandy Baggot (Ebury Publishing) for a confidence-boosting talk about her road to being signed with the UK's biggest publishing house. Tips for the top, secrets that have never been shared and how to really twerk your tweets!

Mandy Baggot is an international, bestselling and award-winning author of romantic fiction represented by The Kate Nash Literary Agency. Recently signed with Ebury Publishing, she has gone through the whole range of publishing experiences - from self-publishing through independent US imprint Sapphire Star and digital first (HarperImpulse, Bookouture) to a two book deal with PRH. One Wish in Manhattan was shortlisted for a RoNA award in 2016. http://www.mandybaggot.com 


﻿Marie Macneill:





Writing for the Movies
﻿A whizz around adapting from page to screen; a look at the differences between novel and screenwriting; formatting for the screen; and what to leave in and what to take out.  Don't just dream about your novel being made into a film - make it happen.
﻿Screenwriting lecturer at the School of Film & Television, Falmouth University, Marie Macneill trained as an actor, ran a theatre company for 16 years and has written and directed for TV, Film, Theatre and Radio. Nominated for a TAPS writer of the year award, she wrote on the series The Tribe and Revelations.  In 2016 Marie was awarded the Katie Fforde Bursary and is currently adapting her debut novel Strawberry Moon for the screen. @MarieMacneill


﻿
Nicola Slade:





From Kissing to Killing
﻿Why do romantic novelists so often shine at writing mysteries? Having made the leap (more of a sidle) herself, Nicola Slade discusses what a cosy mystery actually is, some statistics about real-life murders and examples of fictional ones and she also talks about other romantic novelists who've gone over to the dark side.
﻿Nicola Slade has been a Brown Owl and an antiques dealer, and once lived in Cairo for a year. Her published novels include a romantic comedy, Scuba Dancing; three Victorian mysteries featuring young Victorian widow, Charlotte Richmond; and three contemporary mysteries about recently-retired headmistress, Harriet Quigley, and her clergyman cousin, Canon Sam Hathaway. Nicola's family is now grown up and she lives with her husband near Winchester in Hampshire. http://nicolaslade.wordpress.com
Kate Johnson: 





Building a Fictional World
﻿How do you persuade the reader that the world you've created in your book is real? It doesn't matter if it's contemporary, historical or set on Planet Zog: the one thing you need your reader to do is believe the things in your book can actually happen. From making maps to trying on corsets, here are a few ideas on how to build the world your book will live in.

Winner of the RNA's first award for Paranormal Romantic Novel of the Year with her mad space book Max Seventeen, Kate Johnson has led armies and conquered worlds, but spends her off-hours in Essex with a small pride of cats and a vivid imagination. http://katejohnson.co.uk 



Jan Jones: 






How Much ... is Too Much?
Whole room discussion on writing and reading in which all the topics are of the form “How much (or many) <insert topic here> is/are too much (or many)? Bring wine. Trust me, this will work.
Award winning, multi-shortlisted RNA stalwart, Jan Jones writes all lengths in several genres. Her only rule is to make the reader believe in the worlds she creates. Her most recent Regency is An Unconventional Act, romantic suspense is Only Dancing, contemporary is A Question of Thyme  @janjonesauthor http://jan-jones.blogspot.co.uk

Roger Sanderson:





Sunday Night Quiz

Something of a tradition, this romantic, wordish quiz takes place after the last evening meal of the conference. Over the past several years, it has competed with the Tour de France on TV, karaoke in the next bar, and drinkers from Another Conference who insisted on shouting out the answers (mostly wrong). It has taken place in a lounge with appalling acoustics, in a dining room while waiters cleared up around us, in a makeshift open air bar and - most memorably - crammed into the largest kitchen on campus with a door that screeched an alarm if it was held open for more than 59 seconds. Bring it on, 2017.

Roger Sanderson writes medical romances (45 at the last count), short stories and romantic comedy. His latest book is Across Difficult Ground. The Sunday Night Quiz is the twisted result of too many years as a college English Literature lecturer. These things leave scars.
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