INDUSTRY APPOINTMENT SESSIONS - book from 7th June
Please do not send any material until your appointment has been confirmed!
This year there are opportunities for ten-minute appointments with various industry professionals. Please read their potted biographies along with what they are looking for, and if you are interested in booking appointments with any of them, let Elaine Everest know your first, second and third choices by email at  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ elaineeverest@aol.com from midday 7th June onwards. Anything received earlier will be ignored. 
No more than two choices of the same ‘type’, please. (eg, 2 agents+1 publisher, 2 publishers+1 independent editor etc). In the interests of fairness, you may not get all you ask for, but you should hear by the end of the week if you have been successful. 
All appointments will require the first chapter (max 5000 words) plus a one-page synopsis and a cover letter to be emailed to Elaine as soon as possible after an appointment has been confirmed. Delay in sending material may result in your slot being re-allocated to another delegate.
	Publishers:
	
	pref
	
	pref
	
	

	Bookouture
	Saturday  9-10

Emily Gowers, Ellen Gleeson
	 
	Saturday  10.30-11.30

Emily Gowers, Ellen Gleeson
	
	
	

	HarperCollins
	Saturday  10.30-11.30
Charlotte Ledger
	
	Saturday  11.45-12.45
Charlotte Ledger
	
	
	

	HarperCollins(HQ)
	Friday  3 - 4

Manpreet Grewal, Charlotte Mursell
	
	Friday  4.30-5.30

Manpreet Grewal, Charlotte Mursell
	
	
	

	Head of Zeus (Aria)
	Saturday  1.45-2.45
Hannah Smith
	
	Saturday  3 - 4
Hannah Smith
	
	
	

	Hera Books
	Friday  1.45-2.45
Keshini Naidoo
	
	Friday  3 - 4
Keshini Naidoo
	
	
	

	Mills & Boon 

(series romance)
	Saturday  4.30-5.30

Victoria Britton, Charlotte Ellis 
	
	Sunday  9-10
Victoria Britton, Charlotte Ellis
	 
	
	

	My Weekly Pocket Novels
	Saturday  3 - 4
Maggie Swinburne 
	
	
	
	
	

	Orion
	Friday  1pm - 2.20
Clare Hey, Victoria Oundjian
	
	
	
	
	

	Orion (Trapeze)
	Saturday  10.30-11.30
Katie Brown
	
	Saturday  11.45-12.45
Katie Brown
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent editors:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Louise Davies
	Friday  1.45-2.45
	
	Friday  3 - 4
	
	
	

	Laura Gerrard
	Saturday  1.45-2.45
	
	Saturday 4.30-5.30
	
	
	

	Alex Hammond
	Saturday  1.45-2.45
	
	Saturday 4.30-5.30
	
	
	

	Donna Hillyer
	Sunday 9-10
	
	Sunday  10.30-11.30
	
	
	

	Agents:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kate Burke
	Saturday  1.45-2.45
	
	Saturday 3 - 4
	
	
	

	Jemima Forrester
	Friday  3 - 4
	
	Friday  4.30-5.30
	
	
	

	Hattie Grunewald 
	Sunday  10.30-11.30
	
	Sunday 11.45-12.45
	
	
	

	Ella Kahn
	Saturday  4.30-5.30
	
	Sunday  10.30-11.30
	
	
	

	Lina Langlee
	Friday  4.30-5.30
	
	Saturday  9-10
	
	
	

	Felicity Trew
	Saturday  3 - 4
	
	Sunday  10.30-11.30
	
	
	

	Susan Yearwood
	Saturday 10.30-11.30
	 
	Saturday  11.45-12.45
	 
	Sunday 9-10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Industry appointments are being offered by:

PUBLISHERS…

Bookouture : Ellen Gleeson would love to find the following in her submissions pile: steamy contemporary romance, packed with will-they-won’t-they tension, and of course tons of sexy scenes; a contemporary sweet romance in a gorgeous rural or small-town setting; and some romantic suspense – books that will thrill and shock her, as well as seduce readers, with twists and turns galore. She’s keen to read books set in the USA that will sell well on both sides of the pond.

Emily Gowers’s only requirement is a guaranteed uplifting ending! She adores reading sweeping historical novels, from emotional dual timeframe narratives (with a side of weepy tragedy please) to lush Regency romances. She’d also love to read a witty office romance, anything with a slow burn romance at its core and an epic emotional story where love conquers terrible obstacles. She’s not reading saga or fantasy at the moment. 

HarperCollins: Charlotte Ledger is Editorial Director at HarperCollins UK. She acquires for the Harper Fiction list and runs the award-winning digital-first imprints, HarperImpulse and Killer Reads. Charlotte works with authors across commercial women’s fiction and crime-and-thriller.
HarperCollins (HQ): Manpreet Grewel is Editorial Director for HQ. She’s a sucker for commercial novels with plenty of meat on their bones. Her recent acquisitions are perfect examples of the kind of books that hook her in. We Are Not Like Them is a reading group novel that reads like an adult The Hate U Give meets Great Small Things. Nightingale Point could be this generation’s White Teeth. Take It Back by Kia Abdullah is a cracking courtroom drama about a teenager with facial deformities who accuses four Muslim classmates of assaulting her. She’s thrilled to be publishing the new novel from Sunday Times bestseller Miranda Dickinson this autumn. The Day We Meet Again is a concept-driven love story that will melt hearts. She’s keen to publish voices from a diverse range of backgrounds (BAME, LGBTQ+, socio-economic) and novels that ignore boundaries and shatter misconceptions.
Charlotte Mursell is Commissioning Editor at HQ, looking for page-turning commercial women’s fiction and book club fiction with a compelling, hook-driven story. She recently published VOX by Christina Dalcher, The Plus One from Tatler journalist Sophia Money-Coutts, The Light We Lost by Jill Santopolo and After the Snow by Susannah Constantine. Charlotte has a penchant for speculative fiction or an early 20th century setting and particularly loves a book that manages to surprise her or leaves her weeping into her coffee. Ultimately, she is looking for an unforgettable, thought-provoking story that remains with her long after she has turned the last page.
Head of Zeus (Aria) : Hannah Smith is editorial director at Aria. Starting her career at HarperCollins, she's published bestselling authors Rebecca Raisin, Mandy Baggot, Terry Lynn Thomas and others. Hannah is looking for sweeping historical fiction set in exotic locations with brilliant characters in the vein of Jenny Ashcroft and Dinah Jefferies. She's also on the look out for rom coms with a twist, set in international locations with kick-ass heroines. She also loves crime and thrillers to balance out the happy endings. Please note Aria do not publish Regency romance.
PUBLISHERS cont…

Hera Books: Keshini Naidoo has extensive experience of breaking books into bestseller status, with her biggest authors selling millions of copies in digital sales alone. Having started her editorial career at Avon (HarperCollins UK), she then moved to being Associate Publisher at Bookouture, where she published global bestsellers including Angela Marsons and Kathryn Croft.  Since launching Hera in August 2018 with Lindsey Mooney, she has published romantic fiction from RNA members Kiley Dunbar and Jeevani Charika (aka Rhoda Baxter). Keshini loves all genres of commercial fiction, from cosy romance that comforts like a mug of steaming hot chocolate to whip-smart, funny commercial fiction that represents modern women today. She is particularly interested in finding a heart-warming saga for the list and also publishing underrepresented voices in the romance genre.
Mills & Boon: Victoria Britton is a commissioning editor acquiring books across the Romance, Presents, Medical, Dare and the Historical series. She is keen to acquire creative new voices for all the UK acquired lines.

Charlotte Ellis is an assistant editor who considers working on the Mills & Boon series acquisition team is her dream come true.
My Weekly Pocket Novels: Maggie Swinburne acquires romantic and dramatic stories 50,000 words in length. She is looking for fast, thrilling reads taking the reader on an emotional or adventurous journey, arriving at a positive and upbeat romantic ending.
Orion: Clare Hey is Publishing Director at Orion Fiction. She oversees the women’s fiction, reading group and historical fiction list at Orion and is always looking for great storytelling and fresh voices. 

Victoria Oundjian is Commissioning Editor at Orion Fiction. She is always looking for a sensational new story to grab her attention on the dreaded commute.
Orion (Trapeze): Katie Brown is commissioning editor for fiction at Trapeze. Trapeze publishes books that start conversations. Katie enjoys novels with new, interesting hooks, striking voices and nuanced, inclusive characters.

AGENTS… 

Kate Burke joined Blake Friedmann as Senior Agent in January 2019. She was previously at Northbank Talent Management for six years as the Fiction Agent. Her clients include award-winning and Sunday Times bestselling authors - among them Will Dean, Dani Atkins, Kate Thompson, Fiona Ford, Rebecca Tinnelly, Olivia Isaac-Henry and Mary Torjussen. Before becoming an agent, Kate was an editor at Headline and HarperCollins and an editorial director at Penguin Random House. After ten years of publishing fiction, she moved to the agency side to pursue her love of discovering new writers. She still loves to edit and works very closely with her authors. Kate is looking exclusively for adult fiction with a particular longing for contemporary and historical women’s fiction (big, sweeping love stories; family dramas; issue-based emotional wringers, high-concept romances, and everything in between).
Jemima Forrester joined David Higham in September 2016 having previously been senior commissioning editor at Orion Publishing Group. She is looking for commercial and upmarket fiction, including crime and thrillers, psychological suspense, accessible literary fiction, women’s fiction and speculative/high-concept novels. Jemima loves distinctive narrative voices, well-paced plots with a great hook, and complex female characters. Her favourite books of recent years include Me Before You, Elizabeth is Missing, Disclaimer, Life After Life, The Night Circus, and anything by Margaret Atwood and Curtis Sittenfeld.
Hattie Grunewald is an agent at Blake Friedmann agency. She represents women’s fiction, crime and psychological thriller, young adult and middle grade fiction and some non-fiction. Her particular interests include contemporary settings, diverse voices, humour and fiction for millennials.
Ella Kahn is co-founder and director at Diamond Kahn & Woods, a boutique literary agency founded in 2012 representing a broad range of authors, including Laura Jane Williams, Virginia Macgregor, and Natalie Hart. Ella is looking for upmarket and commercial fiction with a compelling story and a confident, distinctive writing voice, whether historical, contemporary, or futuristic. She loves stories with a strong sense of purpose, which might be driven by the characters’ emotional journeys, or an intriguing plot hook. She wants realistic and engaging characters to champion, and vivid, immersive settings to sink into.
Lina Langlee began her career in publishing by working in Rights at Canongate and Publicity at Black & White Publishing. She is now a literary agent with the Kate Nash Literary Agency, and is actively building her list across genres. For romance, she is looking for a strong narrative voice that grabs you immediately, settings that transport you, and characters you can't let go of.  She tends to prefer books with a good measure of humour, especially for contemporary. Lina would love to see more diverse love stories where any possible cultural differences play part in the story but isn't the story. Lina is happy to consider most subgenres, but tends to prefer a single or omniscient POV, rather than switching between two first person narratives. 
Felicity Trew's list of extraordinary writers includes Joan Hessayon award-winner Brigid Coady, debut saga writer Rosie Hendry and television journalist Kerry Barrett. She was one of The Bookseller Rising Stars 2016. Dream projects to arrive on her desk would be a stunning psychological thriller à la B A Paris, a gripping historical romance in the vein of The Tea Planter’s Wife and a grippingly heartfelt, page-turning drama of a saga.
Susan Yearwood at Susan Yearwood Agency has successfully launched the career of Kerry Young, then a debut writer who became shortlisted for the Costa First Novel Award for Pao, the first book in a trilogy set in Jamaica. She also represented Prajwal Parajuly, whose collection, The Gurkha’s Daughter: Stories, was shortlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize. Susan is currently looking for reading group and commercial women’s fiction as well as crime/thriller, mystery and suspense.
INDEPENDENT EDITORS…

A fantastic opportunity for a professional, in-depth look at your first chapter

Louise Davies is a freelance fiction editor with over twenty years' experience of working with bestselling authors on a variety of commercial fiction including saga, romantic comedy, historical fiction and crime thriller. She’s worked at Little, Brown and most recently as senior editor at Pan Macmillan. As well as editorial support, she also offers advice on what publishers are looking for and how to navigate the publishing process from submission letter through to cover copy.
Laura Gerrard is a freelance fiction editor with over ten years’ experience in the publishing industry. Most recently, she was a Commissioning Editor at Orion where she worked with many award-winning, and Sunday Times and New York Times bestselling authors. Previously she worked for Hodder & Stoughton as an ebook proofreader and has also interned at Blake Friedmann Literary Agency. Laura is now a freelance editor, working with authors and publishers. Follow her on Twitter @lauragerrard
Alex Hammond ﻿﻿ is an experienced editor and literary consultant, working with authors on a range of genres and subjects, both fiction and non-fiction. Formerly of Rogers, Coleridge & White Literary Agency and Cornerstones Literary Consultancy, in 2017 he established himself as a freelance editor, mentor, and consultant. He specialises in structural and line editing for most adult genres, advises on submission packages, and acts as a scout for agents. He teaches creative writing, publishing and American Literature at Middlesex University and the University of East Anglia. www.amheditorial.co.uk
Donna Hillyer is a freelance editor and publishing consultant. She works with authors, literary agents and publishing companies, seeking to improve/enhance their books prior to submission/publication. She worked in the publishing industry for twelve years before going freelance. In her career she has worked across many genres, with a strong focus on women's fiction. In 2013, she was one of four people shortlisted for the prestigious Kim Scott Walwyn Prize, which recognises women's creativity, professionalism and ambition in publishing. Website: www.donnahillyer.com; email: donnahillyerpublishing@gmail.com. Twitter: https://twitter.com/donnahillyer
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